
South East European Centre for Entrepreneurial 
Learning (SEECEL)

Project Financing

WBIF Grant WB5-REG-SOC-01 € 1,584,000
WBIF Grant WB11-REG-SOC-01 € 1,326,600
EIB Loan € 12,718,558
Beneficiary Contribution Own Contribution € 170,000
EU Structural Funds External Grant Structural Funds € 26,370,000
Other Co-financing Other Sources € 543,676,000
EIB Loan € 257,281,442
Total € 843,126,600
Total Grants € 2,910,600
Total Loans € 270,000,000

Project Description

The South East European Centre for Entrepreneurial Learning (SEECEL) is an initiative providing for 
structured co-operation among participating countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Serbia, and Turkey) on lifelong entrepreneurial 
learning. SEECEL has been functional since October 2009 with the support of the European Commission 
(receiving IPA funds 2009-2010) and the Croatian Government.

In order to secure the sustainability and further development of SEECEL's activities, a dedicated physical 
facility was required. Its construction would make it the first European institution of this kind established in the 
Western Balkans. The SEECEL centre will be located in Zagreb and the anticipated size of the centre's building 
has been estimated to be 14,506 m2. It will comprise the following functional units: learning and training centre, 
centre of expertise, technology & innovation park, administration, dormitory, restaurant, and other general 
utility areas. The facility will be a low energy consuming (green building), using renewable energy. Office 
space, working and meeting rooms, conference rooms, hospitality facilities, and the dormitory will also be built 
to satisfy high user requirements and high-quality standards.

 The beneficiaries of the project are the citizens of SEECEL member countries who will benefit from the 
SEECEL programme that includes assistance with policy alignment and practice of lifelong entrepreneurial 
learning to that of the EU. In addition, SEECEL is expected to support activities related to identifying global 
models that may enhance the role of entrepreneurial learning in the context of knowledge-driven, small 
enterprise-dominated and highly competitive economies of the SEE member countries.



SEECEL's mission is rooted in the EU policy framework for SMEs and aimed at the development of 
entrepreneurship in general. It has already set the precedent for wider international and regional cooperation for 
enterprise-education, a key recommendation in all relevant EU documents, most notably EU 2020 and EU 2030 
strategy.

The WBIF has provided two EU grants for a total of €2.7 million in order to support the preparation of the 
feasibility study as well as the implementation of the project, through construction supervision and training 
services. The study was completed in April 2014 by the Infrastructure Project Facility 2. The construction 
supervision services are being provided by the Infrastructure Project Facility 4. 

Construction is ongoing and due for completion in 2017. 

Results and Benefits

the SEECEL Centre will contribute to increasing the rate of growing SMEs and increasing the potential of 
students while developing entrepreneurial skills and entrepreneurial mind set-up
as well as contributing to increasing growth and productivity, the project will also contribute, through better 
access to entrepreneurial learning for all, to reducing poverty
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Related Documents

2017 Connectivity Project: Serbia - Bulgaria Gas Interconnector 

https://www.wbif.eu/about/wbif-contacts
/storage/app/media/Library/6. Connectivity Agenda/6. 2017-Connectivity-Project-SRB-Gas-Interconnector.pdf

