
Iber Canal Protection

Project Financing

WBIF Grant WB7-KOS-ENV-06 € 500,000
WB Loan € 23,000,000
Kosovo Goverment Own Contribution € 1,500,000
Total € 25,000,000
Total Grants € 500,000
Total Loans € 23,000,000

Project Description

The Ibër-Lepenc Canal is the key artery for water supply in central/northern Kosovo*, the area with the largest 
development potential in the country for it concentrates most of the mining, agricultural and industrial activities 
and the highest population density, including the capital city, Pristina.

Addressing water loss, pollution abatement and security of supplies from this essential water source, the WBIF 
financed the preparation of feasibility study (FS), environmental and social assessment framework, 
resettlement framework, and SCADA tender documents for the 1st year of implementation. The FS was 
completed in May 2016 and, based on its findings, the project for investments on the Ibër part of the Ibër-
Lepenc Canal (“Kosovo Water Security and Canal Protection”) was approved by the World Bank in September 
2016.

The project will contribute to restoring Ibër Canal to its original capacity thus improving water resource 
management for water users in Central Kosovo.

*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ 
Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.

Results and Benefits

reduction of losses in the bulk transmission systems
establishment of interconnections for water transfer between the different systems/zones in the Iber basin
protection of the Iber-Lepenc canal against blockages, pollution and other types of disruption

Countries: Kosovo*
Code: PRJ-KOS-ENV-004
Sector: Environment
Lead IFI: WB
Status: Implementation
Beneficiary: Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning


