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Main elements of the Western Balkans Strategy

WESTERN BALKANS STRATEGY

1. Reaffirms the EUROPEAN FUTURE of the Western
Balkans
• Historic window of opportunity for all Western Balkans
In the coming years, all Western Balkan countries have the chance to
move forward on their respective European paths.
The Commission assesses all the countries in a fair and objective manner
on the basis of their own merits and at the speed at which they achieve
progress in meeting the established criteria.

• 2025 perspective for Montenegro and Serbia – not a fixed
accession date
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2. Action points for WESTERN BALKANS
• Enlargement perspective in the hands of the countries
themselves as this remains a merit-based process
• Progress only possible with strong political will, the
delivery of real and sustained reforms, and definitive
solutions to disputes with neighbours
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Specific areas of focus for the Western Balkans

Reforms in the rule of
law, fundamental rights
and good governance
Deliver on judicial reforms,
fight against corruption and
organised crime and on
implementation of
fundamental rights
Enhance the functioning of
democratic institutions and
public administration
reform

Strengthened
economy
Address structural
weaknesses, low
competitiveness and high
unemployment rates
Enhanced connectivity

Reconciliation and
Good neighbourly
relations
Commit, in both word and
deed, to overcoming the
legacy of the past, by
achieving reconciliation and
solving open issues well
before accession.
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3. EU measures for the region - Six flagship initiatives
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Strengthening the rule of law
Existing tools, such as detailed action plans, will be
expanded to all Western Balkans countries. Assessment of
reform implementation will be enhanced, including through
developing impact indicators, trial-monitoring, case-based
peer-review missions and new advisory missions.

Reinforced engagement on security and migration
Reinforced cooperation on fighting organised crime,
terrorism and violent extremism and on border security
and migration management.

Increased connectivity
Within the region and with the EU and new investment
support. Increased funding in the fields of transport, energy,
including the digital economy, will further enhance the
economic integration. Better connections will allow for
increased competitiveness, economic growth and security of
supply. The EU’s Energy Union to be expanded to the
region.

A Digital Agenda for the Western Balkans
Roadmap to facilitate lowering roaming costs, support
to the deployment of broadband and development of
eGovernment, eProcurement, eHealth and digital
skills; capacity building in digital trust and security
and the digitalisation of industries.

Enhanced support for socio-economic development
Expand the Western Balkans Investment Framework, put
in place a guarantee fund, supporting start-ups, access to
finance of SMEs, research and innovation. Support the
development of the Regional Economic Area. Increased
focus on employment and social reforms. Support to the
social sector, Funding under Erasmus+ will be doubled.

and an Action Plan with 57 measures

Support for reconciliation and good
neighbourly relations
Support to transitional justice, missing persons and
increased cooperation in education, culture, youth and
sport, and expanding the scope of the Regional Youth
Cooperation Office. The Western Balkans as part of the
European Year of Cultural Heritage.
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Milestones
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